
 
  

  
  

 
  

“The Evangelist”  33 1/2” X 36” Acrylic on canvas ©2004 Randall M. Hasson 
 
  
 

The Structure of Faith.  
 
Marie Green had it. Her life was governed by the guidelines of a servant 
of the Lord, and her daily walk was based on the faith she professed. Randall 

 
M.  Those who commission a portrait painting are after something, I believe. 

Not just an outward appearance, though some will settle for that, but a 
reminder of who a person was. Hasson 
  
 The essence of the soul.  
 Studio and Gallery 

 I have the privilege of working with words. And, sometimes, those words 
can say more than a thousand pictures. They can give a clue to the 
viewer of who the portrait subject is, and what he or she represented 
with their life. 
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I was contacted in April of 2004 by Darsee Lett of the Hobby Lobby 
Stores, who wished to commission a painting of her grandmother, Marie 
Green. Her father, David Green, is the founder of Hobby Lobby1, a major 
Arts and Crafts retailer in the Southeast United States.  
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 rhasson 
@randallmhasson.com One of the charitable causes they support is a world evangelistic 

organization called The Book of Hope2. This book is a compilation of the 
four gospels in an easy to read format geared towards youth the world 
over.  

 
 
 
 
 
   In the process of renovating a new ministry headquarters for the 

organization, a decision was made to name the building “The Marie 
Green Forum for Global Missions”. As a part of this process, the painting 
I was asked to create would hang in the lobby to greet those who 
entered, and tell them a little bit about the woman who died in 1975 and 
whose legacy of prayer was the guiding force and inspiration for the 
giving spirit of her son David. 
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In my process of research, I must know what the essence of my subject is. I asked Darsee for 
photos and any of Marie’s favorite writings, and questioned about her life. We brainstormed about 
the content of the painting, the colors she wanted, and the images we would use. I received a life 
story about Marie, written by Rob Hoskins, founder of the Book of Hope Ministries. In the 
biography, I found Marie to be a woman of uncommon grace, and a lady with a gift of servanthood, 
generosity, and compassion. A woman who was guided by faith and not the things of this world. A 
woman who gave not from abundance as the world would see it, but from the heart of the Lord. 
 
A woman who lived out her faith. 
 
This painting has a dual purpose: 1, to hold forth an example of Faith for those who view it, and 2, 
to inspire viewers to seek what the Lord wants to do in their lives. 
 
In beginning the painting, a world map was chosen for the foundation or background – a visual 
representation of the command of Christ: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. - Matthew 28: 
18 - 20 
 
The symbolism here is not only Marie’s desire to see this lived out, but also that this painting will 
hang in a World ministry headquarters who puts feet to that command. I then added the text in a 
vertical column for the first compositional element. 
 
I continued to add color washes of sienna and umber, while introducing the blues in the lower area 
of the painting. As the colors gradually deepened, it was time to add the next text. 
 
In my initial research, I had received five quotes to use for Marie. I had read these and put them 
aside, and then read her biography. During the reading, I made notes, and then also searched for 
other scriptures or text that I thought would represent her. One of the texts that I wrote down and 
starred was “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord -Joshua 24:15”. In going back to the 
initial correspondence, I found this as well as one of her favorites, and it became the second 
element in the composition. It is the manifestation of her life as evidenced by her children, who all 
practice the same tenet. It overlaps the first text, and is more transparent so as to appear farther 
away… deeper in the composition… something more evident by implication than by it having to be 
“stated” outwardly.  
 
Over this text, and “behind the first text (“go ye therefore”) I then began to paint white. The source 
of the Light is the direct center of the canvas, and directly to the left of it are the words “the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost”. It was important to place this Light on the canvas 
before Marie’s image was added, as the source of the Light that she radiated, or lived in. The Light 
emanates from the True Source, and she is bathed in what is now, symbolically, the Light of the 
World.  
 
Next came the portrait of Marie. This, I must admit, was a tough choice for me. I was torn between 
this photograph, (which I absolutely loved), and another of Marie later in life. This first shows a 
young and attractive woman, looking the viewer directly in the eye, calm and confident; you know 
she has purpose, and what is more, you innately like her. The second was one of a woman who 
had been through the battle, who had tried and tested her faith, and who had seen God prove 
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Himself time and time again. She is looking past the viewer with future vision and the confidence 
that the God who has accomplished His purpose in the past will with certainty do so in the future. 
She is upright, and has the structure of Faith. 
 
Well, the first won out. Not only was it the family favorite, but it also spoke of the beginning. This 
was where it all started. There is a youthful energy here, and an exuberance… a determination to 
take the Gospel to all the nations. This was the appropriate selection for the lobby of the Book of 
Hope… this is what the youth would relate to the most. All that, and the fact that I really wanted to 
paint her. 
 
The scripture that David Green says most described his mother is “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against 
such things there is no law.- Galatians 5:22.3 This would be the third text element of the 
composition, and was placed just in front of her. This element now actually places Marie in the 
midst of the painting. Symbolism: Columns are the architectural elements that hold up a roof. A 
roof is a shelter or protection… a covering. The three columns symbolize the trinity, and the 
covering is a spiritual one therefore is not visible to the naked eye. Marie Green is nestled in the 
midst of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, covered and protected by them, and bathed 
in the Light. 
 
The next text element is one of the most important compositionally and symbolically. It is the 
element that will draw the viewer to the painting in the first place, and invite them to be introduced 
to a woman of Faith. During my research, and in the contemplative process, I found a passage in 
Isaiah that seemed to me to describe what I had been told of Marie: Then I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" -
Isaiah 6:8 
 
This, more and more, seemed to dually describe the photo of the youthful Marie, and also relate to 
the organization in whose building the painting would hang. I can picture her as the Lord is asking, 
waving her hand in her excitement and willingness to take on the task He set out for her… and her 
determination to serve Him and accomplish the task. This text begins from the ages, and comes 
towards the viewer. The farthest away is the Lord asking… there is a timelessness to this question; 
it has been asked through the ages. The text is then brought into the present, and when it reaches 
the same plane as Marie (or symbolically the same time period), the answer "Here am I. Send me!"  
is shouted joyfully to God and to the viewer. This is the element that illustrates depth in many 
ways… the deep places of God, the depth of the Human Spirit, the vastness of the task of bringing 
the Gospel to the World, the depth of a God who Was and Is and Is To Come, who has seen it all 
and is able to walk with His own through the trials and tribulations life has to offer. And it also takes 
the viewer from the past and into the present and the hope of the future. 
 
The final element was now ready to be introduced on the painting.  
 
The guiding word I kept having with Marie was “Grace”. This was a woman of Faith, and 
determination, and persistence, and generosity, and compassion. But her outward manifestation, 
how she related to others and her family, was based in Grace. Early in the painting, I determined 
that there needed to be five textual elements on the painting… five being the representational 
number for Grace, and the essence of Marie Green.  
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The fifth and final element is a saying that all of her children remember her saying throughout her 
life. It was a guiding principle for her. It is the cry of The Evangelist: 
 
“We have but one life to live and soon it shall pass. Only what’s done for Christ will last.”4 
 
This is written in a script. It is meant to be small… it is meant to draw the viewer near to her so she 
can “whisper” this truth intimately. Or perhaps as a note from her to someone she cared for and 
wanted to guide. Marie, I’m told, had red hair. Her eyes were blue (I asked). In the symbolism of 
color for this painting, her hair and her favorite saying, were rendered in the same color. 
 
Here are the colors as symbols that I intend for them in this limited palette painting:  
White: Purity, and the Light of the World. 
Red: Passion, Life (color of her hair…) Source and guiding principle was red as the symbolism of 
the Atonement. This is the foundation of “Christ will last”. 
Blue: The Spirit, water, heaven (all seen through her eyes, by the way) 
Sienna: I’ve been told this color speaks of grace… it is close to amber which symbolizes the Glory 
of God. For me it illustrates the earth, and warmth, grace and compassion. It also “ages” the 
canvas. 
Purple: The color of Royalty. Marie, who is a Queen in the Kingdom of Heaven, is clothed in 
purple. 
 
Randall M. Hasson, July 2004. 
 
 

 
1 www.hobbylobby.com 
2 www.bookofhope.net The Book of Hope contains the 4 gospels, harmonized to tell the life story of Jesus in 
chronological order. The plan of salvation is made perfectly clear through the scriptures and 100 study questions at the 
end of the book. 
3 A note about the calligraphy here: I usually don’t layout individual calligraphic compositions in my paintings… the text is 
usually written straight in a single hand and used as an element of the composition. In this case however, I felt it 
necessary to individualize each trait of the fruit of the spirit within the confines of a text block that would fit the needs of the 
painting. 
 
4 I was unable to determine the origin of this saying, which seems to have been integrated into American Christianity from 
before the time of Marie Green. 
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